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This edition of Liquid Crystals Today is
published to coincide with the 14th
International Liquid Crystal Conference,
taking place in Pisa, Italy from 21 — 26
June 1992. The Conference has a special
significance for the International Liquid
Crystal Society as it marks the second
anniversary of the Society, and also is the
first world-wide gathering of members
since the formation of the Society was
announced atthe 13th International Liquid
Crystal Conferencein Vancouver, Canada
in 1990. The Society was formed from the
International Steering Committee for
Liquid Crystal Conferences, and our first
Presidentand the Board of Directors were
provided by the former Steering
Committee. After two years of existence it
is appropriate to review the progress of
the Society, and to look to the future.

It was an honour to be asked to act as the
first Secretary for the Society, but when |
accepted the position | did not fully ap-
preciate the strong international spirit
which exists between liquid crystal
scientists throughout the world, and which
has provided an unexpected stimulus to
my work for the Society. There are of
course many other international
organisations of scientists, but those
working in liquid science are sometimes
regarded as peripheral to mainstream
developments in physics, chemistry,
mathematics, electronic engineering or
biology. It is perhaps for this reason that
liquid crystal scientists from all parts of the
world have written expressing their
appreciation for the formation of the

Society, and the ILCS for its part can now
provide a service forthe international liquid
crystal community through its various
activities.

The International Liquid Crystal Society is
a forum for its members, and after two
years, | can report that we have over 500
members drawn from all parts of the world.
The extent of liquid crystal science can be
seen from the table listing 37 countries
with ILCS members. One of the objectives
of the Society is to establish Chapters in
different parts of the world, and both the
Italian Liquid Crystal Society and the British
Liquid Crystal Society have affiliated to
the ILCS. We hope that other National
Groups will also affiliate to the ILCS.

The present activities of the Society are
sponsoring the International Liquid Crystal
Conference every two years, selecting
candidates for the Glenn Brown Award,
and publication of Liquid Crystals Today.
This is the newsletter of the ILCS, and is
available to all members to air their views,
record news or scientific developments of
interest, and to provide a medium for short
review or feature articles. During the past
year two notable events have been
reported in Liquid Crystals Today. The
drama of the Moscow Coup attempt in
August 1991 coincided with the Summer
European Liquid Crystal Conference in
Vilnius, Lithuania, and the conference
report from Waclaw Witko (Liquid Crystals
Today, Vol 2, 1) provided an historic
perspective on these events. We shall be
dealing with the social and economic
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Liquid Crystal Society
Where our Members
come from
Argentina 1 ltaly 24
Armenia 1 Japan 48
Belgium 4 Korea 1
Belorussia 13 Netherlands 9
Bulgaria 5 Phillipines 1
Brazil 11 Poland 14
Canada 10 ROC (Taiwan) 16
P R China 19 Romania 2
Czechoslovakia 1 Russia 31
Egypt 1 Slovenia 2
Finland 1 Spain 4
France 10 Sweden 7
Georgia 3 Switzerland 5
Germany 21 SaudiArabia 1
Greece 2 Scotland 1
Hungary 2 UK 37
India 54 USA 146
Ireland 2 Ukraine 19

Israel 4

consequences of the political realignment
in eastern Europe and Asia for many
years; these developments will also have
a strong influence on science, and the
ILCS will do its best to support liquid
crystal activities in the affected countries.
It was a very great pleasure to report the
award of the 1991 Nobel Prize for Physics
to Pierre Gillesde Gennes (Liquid Crystals
Today, Vol 1, 3). perhaps the award
marked the coming of age of liquid crystal
science.

The results of elections foranew President
and Vice-President of the International
Liquid Crystal Society will be announced
duringthe Conferencein Pisa. The thanks
of the Society are extended to the

(continued on p 2)
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INSTEC HS1-i

MICROSCOPE
HOT STAGE SYSTEM

PRECISION PROGRAMMABLE
TEMPERATURE CONTROL FOR
LIQUID CRYSTAL OPTICAL
RESEARCH

For the price of the competition's hot
stage-$10,000, you can have two inde-
pendently operable HS1-i stages as well as
a computer (up to four stages can be run
off one computer). Controlled by
INSTEC's mK1-i board in an expansion
slot of an IBM PC XT or AT, the HS1-i
offers the ultimate flexibility in interac-
tive or programmable temperature con-
trol, as well as a variety of other attractive
features including:

~ LARGE SAMPLE VOLUME

~LOW THERMAL GRADIENTS

~PRECISION SAMPLE POSITIONING

~LARGE AREA OPTICAL ACCESS

~CAN BE FITTED FOR RAPID
COOL-DOWN AND SUB-AMBIENT
OPERATION

For the past three years INSTEC has provided
the liquid crystal community with the only
microscope hot stage designed specifically for
liquid crystal microscopy and optical studies.
The HS1-i has met with enthusiastic response
in many of the major liquid crystal labratories
around the world! Find out how you can have
the best in precision hot stages by contacting:

INSTEC, INC.
P.O. Box 7246

Boulder, CO 80306
3034442564

(cont from p 1)departing President Professor S Chandrasekhar
and departing Vice-President Dr Martin Schadt and other
Directors leaving the Board for their work on behalf of the ILCS.
As to the future, we are certain that liquid crystals will continue
to make a major impact on science and technology. It is hoped
that those gathered together for the conference will make their
views on the future development of the ILCS known to the
Officers or Directors of their Society. The International Liquid
Crystal Society exists to serve the liquid crystal scientists
working in industry, higher education and research
establishments, to support their activities, and to ensure that the
results of liquid crystal research are available for the betterment
on all on the planet. Finally | am sure that all at the Conference
will depart scientifically and physically refreshed, a result of the
efforts of the Conference Chairman, Professor Emo Chiellini
and his team, to whom we express our heartfelt thanks.

D A Dunmur, Editor

SOCIETY NEWS

Officers and Board Members of the ILCS
President:
S Chandrasekhar, Raman Research Inst, Bangalore 560080, India

Vice-President:
M Schadt, F Hoffman-La Roche, CH-4002 Basel, Switzerland

Treasurer:

J W Doane, Liquid Crystal Inst, Kent State Univ, Kent, OH 44242, USA
Secretary:

D A Dunmur, Dept of Chemistry, Univ of Sheffield, Sheffield S3 7HF, UK
BOARD MEMBERS:

G Baur (Germany) S T Lagerwall (Sweden)

L M Blinov (Russia) A J Leadbetter (UK)

N A Clark (USA) J D Litster (USA)

W H de Jeu (The Netherlands) Lui Lam (USA)

D Demus (Germany) K Okano (Japan)

G Durand (France) J Prost (France)

A M Figueiredo Neto (Brazil) F Rustichelli (Italy)

A Fukuda (Japan) H Stegemeyer (Germany)

J A Janik (Poland)

UKRAINE
Liquid Crystal Society

Liquid crystal scientists in the Ukraine are hoping to set up
a chapter of the ILCS. There are over 100 scientists
engaged on liquid crystal research in twelve Universities
and Institutes across the country, and several industrial
enterprises are manufacturing liquid crystal materials and
devices. It is intended to create a data-base of liquid
crystal activities within the Ukraine, which will help in the
development of international collaborations. Further
informationfrom Dr Shiyanovskii or Dr Gerasimov.

Dr S V Shiyanovskii, Institute for Nuclear Research,
Ukrainian Academy of Sciences, Prospect Nauki 47,
252028 Kiev, Ukraine.

Dr A A Gerasimov, Institute for Single Crystals, Ukrain-
ian Academy of Sciences, Lenin Avenue 60, 310001
Kharkov, Ukraine.




